
 

Australian String Quartet announces partnership with Adelaide 
University and unveils newly refurbished studio 

 

 
The Australian String Quartet performing in the refurbished studio at Adelaide University. Photo: Kane Moroney. 

 
The Australian String Quartet, Australia’s pre-eminent organisation dedicated to string quartet music, has 
announced a new partnership with Adelaide University and unveiled its refurbished studio on campus. The 
University will become the exclusive tertiary partner of the Australian String Quartet effective from 1 January 2026 
for a three-year term. 
 
As Quartet-in-Residence, the Australian String Quartet will be headquartered at Adelaide University, a new 
institution merging the University of Adelaide and the University of South Australia. The partnership continues the 
Quartet’s rich history of collaboration on campus with the Elder Conservatorium of Music and School of Performing 
Arts since its inception, alongside its award-winning national and international artistic program delivery. The 
partnership with Adelaide University will see an exciting range of initiatives across student engagement, creative 
collaborations, on-campus performances, and research opportunities between the two organisations. 
 



 

Angelina Zucco, CEO of the Australian String Quartet said: “We're excited to kick off a new chapter of innovation 
and creativity with Adelaide University as our exclusive tertiary partner. In our 40th anniversary year, this 
partnership strengthens our purpose—to create chemistry and amplify intimacy through string quartet music that 
resonates with audiences across Australia and around the world.” 
 
Professor Jessica Gallagher, Deputy Vice Chancellor, International and External Engagement, Adelaide University 
said: "The Australian String Quartet has a long and proud history with the University of Adelaide and we are excited 
to now have the opportunity to take that further as Adelaide University opens its doors on 1 January, 2026. We are 
delighted to be home to these performers, and to be among their biggest supporters and fans.” 
 
The Quartet’s refurbished studio on campus features a heritage sensitive design by Matthews Architects. The 
custom space will be used by the Quartet, as well as a valuable resource for staff and students at the University.  
 
Robert Rattray, Associate and Architect at Matthews Architects said: “The architectural intent behind the space 
consisted of two primary considerations – function and aesthetics. The aesthetic choices reinvigorate and express 
the beauty of the original space, while creating a functional multipurpose area with cascading lighting and 
spotlights to create a focal point for performances.”  
 
Founded in Adelaide in 1985, the Australian String Quartet celebrates its 40th anniversary this year, and is made 
up of musicians and co-artistic directors Dale Barltrop, Francesca Hiew, Chris Cartlidge and Michael Dahlenburg. 
The ensemble, which last week won the Ruby Award for Outstanding Collaboration for nyilamum song cycles with 
Dr Lou Bennett AM and Paul Stanhope in association with Binung Boorigan, celebrates music from the past to the 
present, from near and afar, and strives to reflect contemporary Australia through its performances, collaborations, 
advocacy, learning programs, and development of new work. 
 
Ends 
 
IMAGES available for download here.  
 
MEDIA CONTACTS: For more information and interview requests please contact Articulate: Jasmine Hersee, 
jasmine@articulateadvisory.com, 0451 087 196. 
 
ABOUT AUSTRALIAN STRING QUARTET 
The Australian String Quartet (ASQ) is Australia’s pre-eminent organisation dedicated to string quartet music and 
Quartet-in-Residence at the University of Adelaide’s Elder Conservatorium of Music. 
 
Defined by excellence in performance and the joy of musical expression, the ASQ’s DNA comprises three 
inseparable parts. At the centre is the Quartet—four full-time musicians, each a creative force in crafting the 
world’s most dynamic and intimate music. Surrounding the Quartet is an innovative production company that 
presents, tours, records, and promotes exceptional artistry. Sustaining this, is a vital community of partners 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/9rajdwaj72h1kkxyw3acm/AEjFCjVDg2hIuZ-6It44mWE?rlkey=0c1ztz0tannekx8wxoomzeae7&st=rj2k0uch&dl=0
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including its national Board, visionary Patron—Maria Myers AC, Major Partner—The University of Adelaide, 
Instrument Partner—UKARIA and Government Supporters.  
 
Together, they celebrate music from the past to the present, from near and afar, and strive to reflect contemporary 
Australia through their performances, collaborations, advocacy, learning programs, and development of new work. 
The landmark ASQ Richard Divall Australian Music Fund, supports the ASQ’s ground-breaking Australian Anthology 
project that proudly champions the work of Australian artists. 
 
In the ASQ’s 40th year, the Quartet is energised by the purpose to create chemistry and amplify intimacy through 
experiences that engage people across regional and metropolitan Australia and around the world. 
 
ABOUT ADELAIDE UNIVERSITY 
Adelaide University is a leading contemporary comprehensive university of global standing, ranked within the top 
100. AU is dedicated to ensuring the prosperity, wellbeing and cohesion of society by addressing educational 
inequality through actions and through the success and impact of students, staff and alumni. Partnered with the 
communities they serve, AU conducts outstanding future-making research of scale and focus.  
 
 
 
 
 


